Many authors consider the families dealt with in this paper as subfamilies of Sapromyzidae, but there is very little real similarity between Sapromyzidae and Lonchaeidae. The Pallopteridae appear to be more closely related to the Lonchaeidae than to the Sapromyzidae, but there are some very important points of difference between this family and the other two which are emphasized in the discussion of the family characters.
All three families belong to the acalyptrate section of the Cyclor- 5, 6, 7. americana Malloch. Thorax with three pairs of dorsocentrals; six series of setulae between the dorsocentrals ; male hypopygium as in figure 8 obscura Loew.
4. Thorax and scutellum black, densely pale gray pruinesceut, the margin of scutellum sooty black; abdomen yellowish testaceous; not annulated, fore and mid femora and fore tibiae partly blackened male hypopygium as in figure 9 lupulina Fabricius. Figure 19 philadelphica Maequart. 
